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Llly Wang (NET from New Zealand)

Fish Out of Water

Definition - Someone who
is out of his or her normal
environment.

| feel being a NET in Hong
Kong is like a Fish Out of Water
for all of us. When we first
arrive, for most of us is a total
culture shock! Most people
around us have no idea what
we are saying, also we have
no idea what they are saying.
However, we soon learn. We
begin by, speaking slower and
clearer, also, we think before
we open our mouths, making
sure we do not say any idioms
or speak colloquial words or
phrases. When we see a glaze
over people’s eyes, we quickly
apologize and explain ourselves.

Around the schools for all
NETs is the most challenging.
School is our life that is why we
are here - to teach! How do
we teach when students refuse
to answer our questions or
even talk to us? How do we get
students to understand us and
our way of teaching? Talk about
Fish Out of Water! In lower
banding schools NET teachers

are both feared and hated.
Students know that NETs do not
understand nor speak Chinese
therefore they avoid the NET like
plagues. Students mostly dislike
NET lessons because they could
not understand and could not
speak English. Fortunately for
us, some students are curious
and want to learn do really
well in our classes. The good
things is, when a NET has
been in a school for a while
students get to know the NET’s
style of teaching and the NET's
character therefore,most times
students accept us and do try
to comply to our rules and our
way of teaching. But for some
...... they just put up with us
grudgingly. Fish out of water for
them as well!

| have taught in three different
schools in Hong Kong. | came
here back in 2002. | taught in
Tai Po Sam Yuk for four years.
After four years, | had enough of
Hong Kong and | was extremely
homesick for my children and
family. | went back to New
Zealand. After being at home
for a little while, | felt | made




a mistake in returning home
and wanted to come back to
Hong Kong. The second time
around was a lot better. | was
accepted at Buddhist Tai Kwong
Middle School and enjoyed my
time there. Before that school
closed down | was transferred
to Buddhist Tai Kwong Chi Hong
College and | have been at this
school for nearly four years now.

| had my ups and my downs
at this school. Fortunately |
had more ups than downs.
Once the students got to know
me, most of them are very
accommodating. My other up
is the debate. | am passionate
about it. Two years ago, we
actually came second overall
in our division. We were over
joyed about it! With debate,
| can see students’ progress
from a very shy person into
a powerful speaker or from
someone who can hardly utter
a full sentence of English to
someone who sounds like and
acts like a native speaker. It
is very rewarding to me to see
such extra ordinary changes in
our students.

At least this fish is half way
into the water after nearly
12 years in Hong Kong.
Unfortunately all good things will
come to an end sooner or later.
| know when | leave this school
| will take with melots of fond
memories of all the good times |
have had here.

| would like to thank my
colleagues for their support of
me. My stay would have been
extremely difficult without their
warm support.
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1A Wong Kwok Ming

A reply letter

Dear Adam,

In response to your letter dated on 15 January 2013, | am writing to
give you some suggestions about your coming trip to Hong Kong.

I’'m happy to tell you Hong Kong is a Shoppers’ Paradise. Does your
wife like shopping? Remember to go to the Ladies’ Market in Mong Kok,
where she can buy Chinese handicraft and accessories for friends and
families. Also, you can go to Sai Yeung Choi Street to buy digital camera
and electronic products. You can go to Langham Place to buy fashion
products. You can go to Harbour City to buy clothes. You can also go to Fa
Yuen Street to buy cheap clothes.

You said you will be in Hong Kong on 2nd February, right? It will be a
good chance for you to experience Chinese New Year in Hong Kong. There
are a lot of activities in Hong Kong during the Chinese New Year. Don’t
forget to visit Tsim Sha Tsui. You can see the fantastic Chinese New Year
parade at 8 pm on the first day of the Chinese New Year, and watch the
beautiful fireworks on the second day of Chinese New Year. Also you can
go and visit Wong Tai Sin Temple. You can pray for good luck for the New
Year.

Don’t miss the chance to visit Victoria Peak and the avenue of the stars.
You can also take a walk in the flower market and the bird market to see
some beautiful birds and flowers.

Lastly, the weather is cold and dry in Hong Kong during February. Bring
some hand cream and face cream to moisturize your skin.

Have a nice trip! | hope you will enjoy your time in Hong Kong.
Yours sincerely,
Johnny

Chief Editor of Travel Magazine



Yummy wonton noodle soup

Hong Kong is a Food Paradise. There are different types of food.

My favourite Hong Kong food is wonton noodle soup. It has
wontons and noodles. It tastes salty. The wontons are round. | eat it
for breakfast. | buy it at a restaurant.

| can make the wonton noodle soup at home. The ingredients
are: pork, oil, soy sauce, wonton wrappers, noodles and vegetables.
First, chop the pork into mince. Then, mix the pork with some soy
sauce and oil. Next, put a teaspoon of pork on a wonton wrapper.
After that, make the wonton by folding it into shape. Put some water
into a saucepan and bring it to boil, put the noodles, vegetables and
wonton into the saucepan and cook it for five minutes. Put it into a
bowl and eat. Yummy!

| like eating wonton noodle soup. It tastes salty and yummy. It is
easy to make. | hope you will like it too.
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A letter to the editor

Dear Editor,

| am writing in response to the letter from Lawrence Wong. |
totally disagree with Lawrence Wong’s opinion. | disagree that
he thinks the problem of climate change is the responsibility of
governments around the world.

Firstly, | do not agree with the idea that the environment is being
destroyed by the governments and that the people do not have any
responsibility. Since we are all living on the same planet, everyone
is responsible to look after the earth. If we do not do something to
save the earth, it will get worse.

Secondly, | believe that if we all conserve, all our small actions will
add up to make a big difference. We can reuse glass bottles and
turn it into a recycled vase, also we can limit deforestation. We can
recycle plastic bottles and aluminium cans and the government can
do something to encourage people to use reusable shopping bags
to replace the plastic bags. Also we can turn off the air-conditioners
when we are not in the room. We can use public transport.

Finally, we must act now to do something to protect the earth. We
do not need to wait for politicians. We can do it ourselves, there is
no time to lose. We all need to work together.

Yours faithfully,

Tina



3A Liang Shu Yi

Pets in Hong Kong

Why do | keep pets? Because pets are cute and fluffy. | can play
with the pets and take care of them. There are a lot of things to
think about before you get a pet. You have to think about its size,
what it eats, how noisy it is, who will take care of it and where are
you going to keep it.

| have two pets. They are typical pets, a cat and a rabbit. The cat
is spoiled and full of mischief, it keeps the family from being bored.
Unfortunately the cat likes to scratch things, such as sofa. The cat
has a habit of clawing its claws. We have a claw mat for it, also we
need to clean its litter every day. The rabbit is quiet and not noisy at
all. Rabbit is easier to keep than the cat. The rabbit needs hay and
water to maintain its health.

Whatever pet we keep we need to be patient and loving. Pets can
keep us company for a long time if we take good care of it.

If you are not sure about having a pet, you can visit the Society for
the Protection of All Animals (SPAA). Address is 88 King Bay Road,
King Bay, Kowloon City. Telephone number is 13540011. Website is
www.spaa.com. They need volunteers - to take dogs for a walk or to
groom cats! Try before you buy, as they say.
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3B Tse Pui Kwan

A letter asking for advice

From: Robert

To: John@nellgator.com

Sent: Wednesday, June 22, 2011 11:15 a.m.
Subject: RE: Giving advice

Dear John,

Thank you for your email. | understand why you are so worried.
You said that your brother has some bad habits which makes him
unhealthy and his study is getting worse.

Don’t worry. I'm here to give you some advice to help you to help
your brother to develop good habits. | think your brother’s test
results are getting worse. The main reason is he often falls asleep
in class, you also said he often chats to his friends on the phone.
| think this is the reason why he doesn’t get enough sleep. | think
you should tell him the harm of not getting enough sleep and make
a deal with him. Tell him if he can go to bed early on school nights,
he will be allowed to go out with his friends until midnight at the
weekends.

About the junk food problem, | think you and your family should
buy less junk food. Buy more healthy snacks like banana crisps and
tell him if he keeps eating junk food, it will make him unhealthy and
will get fat. Also, you should take him for a walk after dinner.

| hope the advice can help you and your brother!

Yours,

Robert



4A Ho Kwun Yau

Peter’s Trouble

Peter is a basketball team leader. He is courageous and clever,
but he is reckless too.

The basketball team has 6 people, Tom, Sam, Kevin, Jacky, Peter
and Rick. They are all headstrong, so they always argue with each
other.

This week, Peter’'s basketball team has a match. They know they
need to win this match. If they lose, their grades will be down to B
grade, even down to C grade. So they are all worried and concerned.
They are afraid of losing the match.

Peter told them if they lose this match, he will dismiss the team.
Sam told Peter, he can’t dismiss the team, because the team
belongs together...

Finally the match day is here! Today is the match. They win the
match. So they don’t need to dismiss the team. They learn that
arguments and being impulsive are useless and ineffective to solve
any problem. Only being sharp and brave can bring them to victory.
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4B Liu Hing Ting Phoebe

My School Hero

My school hero is Mr. Fung. He is a janitor. Most of the
schoolmates like him because he is polite to us.

He is about 175 cm tall. He has short, brown hair. He usually
wears a white or black T-shirt. | never see him wearing any other
colours. | guess white and black are the colours he likes. And he
loves wearing short trousers. Maybe it is comfortable for his work.

Mr. Fung is very thin and slim. He looks very sporty. Sometimes,
he plays tennis with us during lunch time. We like him very much.

Do you know why Mr. Fung is my hero? Last year, | finished a PE
lesson. | felt hungry but | forgot to bring my lunch box, he gave his
lunch box to me. | felt so grateful. It impressed me a lot.

Finally, | want to say he is considerate and caring. He always takes
care of the school and us from his heart. He is the best janitor in
my opinion. | will never forget him.



4B Chan Hoi Lee Helen

My School Hero
My school hero is Emily. She is my social worker.

Emily is pretty and thin. She has big eyes and a lovely smile. She
has long hair and so many people think she is really pretty.

She is a strong, caring, considerate, unique and sharp person.
She always helps students solve their problems. She gives us
some advice so we won't be unhappy any more. She listens to our
problems. She always tells us to be happy every day.

She is my hero because she changed my life and made me feel
good about myself. She also carries out good deeds. She also
solves many problems for me.

Emily is my school hero. | am very grateful to her. | am proud of
her. She impresses me very much.
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5C Yl'p Hing Ying

My Favourite Comic Strip

My favourite comic strip is Doraemon by a Japanese cartoonist Fujiko
Fujio.

There are two main characters, Doraemon and Nobita Shizuka
Minamoto. Jyian and Suneo are the supporting characters of this series.
The story is about Japanese lifestyle. It tells us about some serious
environmental and social issues, such as global warming, homeless
animals and pollution. It's my favourite comic book out of all other comic
books.

Nobita is a kind but stupid boy. He studies in primary school. In every
chapter he often comes home crying after school with problems such
as he is being bullied by Juian and Suneo, Nobita’s friends. The other
problem is that he always fails in Mathematics tests and he is afraid of
being punished by his mother, and then Nobita needs Doraemon’s help.
Also, he is useless because he never solves any problem himself. He only
wants Doraemon to give him tools to solve his problems. Because he is
lazy and stupid, he always gets poor marks and grades, it is such a bad
habit. Nobita won’t be able to study in university and wouldn’t be able to
have a good job and get good salary.

Doraemon is a clever robotic cat, who has no ears because they are
eaten by robotic mice. He travels back from the 22nd century to aid Nobita
to improve the circumstance of his great grandfather. If Doraemon helps
Nobita to study hard, it can change Nobita’s family destiny. Doraemon is
special and different. He has a pocket full of gadgets, tools and medicines
which are from the 22nd century. He often uses the time machine and the
small propeller. The story needs the time machine to introduce Japan’s
history. The other thing is the small propeller, it's used like wings. When
they don’t want Nobita’s mother to see them, they just fly into the sky and
talk.

| like the comic strip Doraemon because the story is amazing and
similar to my school life. And | love that it mentions about environmental
problems because it can enrich my knowledge.



A letter asking for advice

Dear Mr. Lai,

It's been a long time since we saw each other. | just want to say
that | missed you so much. I’'m writing this letter because | had a
terrible row with my parents again. The problem is, they are insisting
that | go to Canada to further my studies but | just don’t want to go.
So I'm writing to tell you how | feel now.

| found myself really upset these days, because | just don’'t want
to go to Canada at all. And | hate their ‘Do this, do that’ attitude. My
parents just don’t consider my feelings and my thoughts. | worried
about it all day long. My life is in Hong Kong. How could | leave?
Anyway, here are some reasons: | don’t think the local weather is
that nice. Also the food there might not suit my taste. | feel there’re
too many differences between Chinese lifestyle and Canadian
lifestyle. And the most important thing is | have to make new friends
in Canada. | don’t think | can get use to the new lessons at all. |
can’t change my lifestyle that easily. I've got friends here and my
mother tongue is Chinese, not English.

So, | want to ask you for some advice. You've immigrated to
Canada several years ago. How’s your life there? How did you get
use to living in a new country? Was it easy? What do you think |
should do? Should | say ‘Yes’ to my parents? These problems are
driving me crazy to be honest!

I’'m really looking forward to hearing from you. So please write
back soon.

Yours,

Chris
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A photography exhibition

I have visited JACAC, Shek Kip Mei to have a look at an exhibition by my
favourite Hong Kong photographer Aimond Chu. The theme of this series
was “Future and Past.” It is of self-portrait photographs of Aimond Chu.

Almond Chu was born in Hong Kong. He began his career as a
professional photographer and artist in 1986 after graduating from Tokyo
College of Photography. He set up his studio in 1993, in the same year; he
was awarded Agfa Fellowship Young Photographer Award by Asian Culture
Council and stayed on in New York for a while in the same year. Alimond
Chu worked as a commercial photographer and at the same time he
created a lot of artistic photographs.

One can see how Diane Arbus had influenced his first self-portrait
photographs in Tokyo with the tones and the colours. He used 120 films to
capture himself; the quality was not so smooth. He created his own style
after that exhibition.

| saw him in person the day | went to his exhibition. He shared with
us his experience on how he had first started his career as a creative
photographer. He was put in the category as existentialism in all his
photographs because he believes that philosophical thinking begins with
the human subject.

At the beginning of the exhibition, the first image was of his dream. He
saw the future and the part of himself which exist through his pictures.
| also like another one of his works. The photograph has two persons
wearing the same suit. Take off the outfit from a person, we lose our
personality. We become just skin and bone. There is nothing there to
figure out who is who. We are all just bodies and flesh. He’s so good at
making people exist or not to exist.

He was exploring whether it was beneficial or not to have spent the past
ten years of his life being a professional creative photographer and what
the past ten years had taught him also would it be advantages to continue
on this journey.



6A Yeung Tsung Yu

Students pressured from school,

parents and each other

Nowadays, there are many students who are suffering from study
pressure, relationship problems and family pressures in our society.
That is why so many teenagers have mental health problems. |
would like to mention three problems and will try to suggest on how
to solve these problems.

First problem is study pressure: Students know that knowledge
is power. They can use knowledge to succeed and to win people
therefore they work extra hard in order to gain more knowledge.
Many students study extremely hard and do a lot of homework
because they want to have a good future for themselves. By putting
so much pressure on themselves many students suffer from mental
health problems.

Second problem is communication problem: Some teenagers
sometimes do not know how to communicate with each other or
their parents. For example, if a student is being bullied by others
because of miscommunication, the student does not know how to
fight back because he/she is too timid. At the same time the same
student is afraid to tell the parents or the teachers because he/
she is afraid of being bullied even more. All these stress could also
cause mental health problem.

Third problem is family pressure: Parents put so much pressure
on their children to work hard and to have things they were not
able to have or do. Some parents push their children into doing
extra-curricular activities such as learning a musical instrument,
doing art or dancing. Some of the activities are too difficult for their
children or they are not interested in doing it, but parents feel they
must do it because they wanted their children to do it. This puts a
lot of pressure on teenagers which also may cause mental health
problem.
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A personal note: | have a friend who suffered from parental
pressure. She studied hard and always got high marks for her
exam. She always got 100% for her homework. One day for one
of the exams she got 99%. When her parents looked at the result
they scolded her for not getting 100%. My friend was very unhappy
and cried. She also has relationship problem. She is not good at
communicating with others so others bullied her. She did not tell
her parents, teachers or anyone else. Her parents wanted her to
be a perfect girl, to do her best in everything. They pushed her into
learning the piano, drawing and she also had to do swimming. She
told me she is under so much pressure both from home and from
school.

In conclusion | feel schools and parents should not put so much
pressure on the students but to guide them and help them as
much as possible. When students are under pressure they should
ask for help from their teachers and parents and if they feel they
could not communicate with them then perhaps they should seek
help from social worker or tell their friends about their problems.
Communication is so important. Schools should also give
guidelines on how to relax when under pressure. If the students do
not reduce their pressure, there will be even more mental health
problems among the teenagers in Hong Kong.



.
ESSAYS

4
Title 1: -
“If I had 7 days left living in the world”




1A Wong Cﬁing Yee

With seven days left, | know | can’t do everything | want nor
dream of doing. But even if there are only seven days, | will still
dedicate all my time to my family because | love them. | have not
been a good girl, but at least | hope | can make good use of the
remaining time.

Day one: | would go fishing with my grandpa. Regardless of time,
I would learn to be more patient because results don’t always come
quickly.

Day two: | would help my grandma to plant flowers. Regardless
of time, | would learn to be more caring because | love my grandma.

Day three: | would go for walks with my dog in the park.
Regardless of time, | would learn to be more responsible because
my dog needs me.

Day four: | would volunteer at a homeless shelter with my sister.
Regardless of time, | would learn to cherish what | have because |
have been lucky.

Day five: | would work hard and get a full score in my school test.
Regardless of time, | would learn to be more hard-working because
| can do it.

Day six: | would go hiking to watch the sunset with my dad.
Regardless of time, | would learn to be more observing because the
surroundings can be really inspiring. The sunset is really pretty.

Day seven: | would prepare dinner at home with my mom for my
family. Regardless of time, | would learn to smile more because |
want to make my family happy.

It is my birthday and they would make me a birthday cake. |
tell myself: Don’t cry, because even though time has its limitation,
it only matters how you make every moment count without any
regrets. It is also because I love my family, and | always will.



1C Cﬁeung Tin Yan Michael

If 1 had seven days left living in the world, I wish my family would
stay with me. | love my family.

I would have a trip with my family. | would take a lot of photos
with my family. I would eat delicious food with my family. 1 would
buy special souvenirs for my family.

After the trip, | would stay at home with my family. | would not
go out again. | would stay at home. | would see all the photos again
and again. Also, | would write letters to every family member. |
would thank them and tell them I love them.

I would make a meal for my family. We would eat and talk
together.

If I had seven days left living in the world, | would not be afraid.
Because | try my best to do everything. | love my family. Also, my
family love me and stand by me.
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If 1 had seven days left living in the world, | would use them to
realize one of my dreams.

| love my parents very much because they sacrifice a lot for me. |
know they want to have a taste of Western cuisine but because of its
high price, they do not have the opportunity to do so. My dream is
to prepare a full set of Western cuisine consist of beef, soup, salad
and dessert for them.

To implement my plan, firstly | would go toTsimShaTsui Peninsula
Hotel to implore the well known chef Mr. Davidson to teach me
how to make the cuisine.

Then | would go to the supermarket to buy all the food and
ingredients such as lemon, beef, cabbage, spice, olive oil, onion,
cheese, potato etc.

On my last day in the world, | would prepare a full course of
Western cuisine according to what | have learnt from Mr. Davidson
for my parents. | would also decorate the dining table with flowers
and table cloth since my parents like flowers very much. On the table
I would light up two candles and put all the dishes around them.

| believe that my parents would enjoy the food because this is the
first time, also the last time, their daughter cooks for them.



2C Cﬁeung Ka Man

God has given us life and it is a very precious gift. Life is not
something we can control. We are just custodians of our lives. One
day we need to give our lives back to God. If | had seven days left
living in the world, | would cherish the time | have to do what |
want to do.

On the first and the second day, | would go to my primary school
to thank the teachers who cared for me so much over the past six
years. Whenever | encountered any difficulties or was unhappy, they
always helped me, comforted me and encouraged me. Then, | would
walk around the primary school, reminisce the simple life we had
with my classmates.

On the third and the fourth day, | would hang out with my
friends. We would go shopping, eating, watching movies, etc. | want
to dress up beautifully, eat contentedly and will watch movies that
| had been looking forward to watching so | would feel satisfied
leaving this world.

On the fifth and the sixth day, | would go home to be with my
parents and all my relatives. | would give them all my savings. |
would take them to travel so that we could spend warm and happy
moments together. | hope they would live happily forever.

The seventh day is the last day. | would travel to Hokkaido, lying
on a beautiful lavender flower bed. | could look at the blue sky and
the yolk like sun during the sunset while waiting for the end of my
life. My eyes would close when the sun sets slowly behind the hills.
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3A Yang Yun Ting

One day, | went to see the doctor. She told me | had cancer. | only
have seven days to live. So | decided to do something.

If I had 7 days left living in this world, | would do lots of things |
haven’t done before.

On the first day, | would like to go to the city where my idol lives.
If I am lucky enough, I will go and see his performance. If | could, |
would go and visit him. This is one of the things | would like to do.

The second day, | would go travelling and try to find happiness
and experience different culture.

On the third day, | would like to go back to my hometown to
spend time with my friends. | would try to find all of them because
this will be the last time | would see them, talk to them and spend
time with them.

On the last few days, | would do meaningful things such as
spending time with my family, because | love my family. 1 want to
spend my last few days with them, so | would not have any regrets.

On my last day, | would like to spend that day alone at home. |
would like to remember all my happiness and all the bitterness |
had.

People who have a long life should love their family, friends and
themselves. They should not waste time on un-meaningful things.
Maybe my biggest regret will be | would not be able to spend
longer time with my family. To grow up, get married and have
grandchildren for my mother and father.



4B Yang Pei Yi

If I had seven days left living in the world, | would feel disappointed,
sad and overwhelmed by the negative emotions from my mind. These
feelings all come up after the doctor tells me that | have lung cancer and it
is incurable.

| am too stunned that my brain is empty and my face is as white as a
piece of paper. It is like a big joke to me. | can’t accept the reality. What did
I do wrong? This question haunts my mind and | am so desperate for an
answer.

Walking along on the beach alone, | stare at the waves thinking deeply
“The sea has the waves, our life also has its ups and downs. Everyone needs
to go through life and death. It’s just a matter of time. Only this stormy
wave of my life has come too early for me. Leaving my parents, my friends,
my teachers and losing my 16-year family bond and friendship, I will be
nothing.”

| think | have a lot to make up in the next seven days for my past
mistakes. In fact, | will like to thank my parents very much for their
sacrifices. When | was sick, they sat beside my bed and took care of me day
by day and night by night? They truly are good parents. They cooked for
me and tidied up my bedroom every day. They love me more than | love
them and | never showed my love to them. Now | want to repay them
during the final days of my life by being a good daughter and being their
servant.

After years in school, | buried myself in my studies, doing homework
and preparing for my future. That was my whole life. | have seen the sun
rise and set it was a matter of course, but | never appreciated it. | should
wake up early to watch the sunrise for the every remaining day. | will take
this treasured memory when | leave this world.

I am not afraid to die. | remember my mother told me when people die
they will start a new life in the night sky. Surely, my grandfather will be
waiting for me. So | will not be afraid. | regret that | would not be able to
take care of my parents in their old age. What could | do without admitting
about my miserable fate? | would be the brightest star as a guardian up in
the sky for my beloved family, my true friend and my respected teachers.
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God shaped the whole world in seven days. That is a whole week.
Now | have seven days left to live. | search my soul as how to shape
the last seven days of my life. | don’t feel sad about this because |
have had an amazing short life. However, there are few things |
want to tidy up before | leave.

| need to apologize to people who had touched my life.

First of all, | need to say sorry to my parents. | feel | have been
a disappointment to them. | know during my short life, I have
frustrated them and angered them but they always forgave me. | am
sorry to have to leave them. Again | feel | have saddened them by
dying so young. | know both of them have always loved me more
than anyone and have high expectations of me, but to no avail, for |
have only seven days left living in this world.

Secondly, | would like to apologize to my teachers. They have
taught me lots of things, not just from the textbooks, but also
morals, values of life and also life skills. Besides teaching me, they
patiently took care of me too. All the things they did for me made
me a better person. | would have liked to return the favour, but it
seems | couldn’t do it because | have only seven days left living in
this world.

Thirdly, I feel my friends also deserve an apology from me. They
all have been there for me. Whenever | was upset, they lifted me up,
they shared their joys and their funs with me, but | have not always
been there for them. | wish I could make it up but | only have seven
days left living in this world.

| also need to thank those who had touched my life.

| would like to thank my parents for being the best parents ever.
They nurtured me and loved me no matter what. | would like to
thank my teachers for cultivating my mind. | am grateful to my
friends for being so good to me. There is also someone special |
would like to thank and that is God. Thank you God for giving me a
fantastic life.



No matter the length of time one lives, as long as that person was
loved and had a full life. God gave me the best. He gave me the best
parents, teachers and friends in this world. God let me be born in a
wonderful family, grew up with great schooling and friends. | have
extraordinary memories, | have nothing to regret or blame. | have
had a really full life. That is the most important thing.

God took seven days to shape the world and he gave me seven
days to be thankful for what he had given me. So, thank you for
giving me a whole week to do all the things | wanted to do.

%

Title 2:
Traditional vs. Western Culture




| am sure this topic has mystified many people around the
world for generations. We are not told which traditions to write
about in this essay so | have decided to choose Hong Kong for my
comparison. | am a typical Hong Kong person. | was born here
therefore | feel I am in authority to comment on both Hong Kong
and Western culture here in Hong Kong. | feel Hong Kong is a
unique place because it was ruled by the East then the West and now
back to the East again. Two completely different cultures.

In Hong Kong, we experience both Chinese and English cultures.
In the past, there were lots of disagreements between Chinese and
English cultures for us in Hong Kong. Some of us wanted to keep
the Chinese culture and traditions, but some of us wanted to absorb
all the English way of life, we had many conflicts with this, but in
the end, no one culture won because Hong Kong people kept both
cultures and blend them into a new culture. Therefore we have an
amazing lifestyle. 1 will present to you three examples.

Firstly, how we Chinese celebrated our birthdays in the past, and
how we celebrate our birthdays now. In the past most Chinese
people did not celebrate birthdays until a person was mature around
the age of 60. Then we would hold a party in a restaurant and
invited many relatives and friends. Nowadays we celebrate every
birthday. The foods we eat nowadays on our birthdays have changed
as well. In the past, sometimes adults would have birthday buns and
children would have a red-dyed egg for their Birthdays, which were
traditional foods for birthdays in China. But nowadays in Hong
Kong people would have the bun, the egg and also Birthday cake on
their birthdays. As you can see we will preserve both cultures when
it suits us.

There was another Chinese tradition and that was people’s
preference to sons. A man would be respected but not a woman. In



the past, men always walked in front of women, also women could
not go to ancestral halls. Unfortunately there are some in Hong
Kong who still practice this tradition these days. Luckily now most
of us believe in equality for both men and women. We will change
our culture if it is good for our society

The last point | would like to mention is the most celebrated
Chinese tradition, which we do not practice much now, it is writing
with ink brush. Chinese used the ink brush to write for centuries, it
is our traditional writing instrument. The characters written with ink
brush are very beautiful. But regrettably ink brush is not in common
use now. Even if we do not use it much we have not lost this art
of writing. We teach primary students how to write with it also it
is popularized as a form of Art such as ink splatter and ink wash
paintings. Because it is a great tradition we kept it.

There are many meaningful Chinese and English cultures. In
Hong Kong over the years we had many conflicts between the two.
Some liked the East and some liked the West. Over the years we
felt that there are special characteristics in both cultures. We also felt
that neither one of the culture should be lost therefore we blended
the two together which is uniquely Hong Kong culture. Perhaps we
can call it Honglish culture.

65



66

Easter Acrostic Poems

Eating Faster eggs is very happy. &y
An Faster egg is very yummy.
So everybody likes Faster.
They are going to buy flowers.
Enjoy eating the Easter eggs.

Rabbit is in the Easter basket.

Eggs are for Easter
All things are colourful
Share joy and play
Teach you and say

Easter, Easter, Easter

Remember we all love each other

©
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Everybody likes to eat chocolate eggs
And everyone likes Spring
Some like lilies, some like tulips

Together come to enjoy Easter

Eat candies and eggs

Remember to keep fit

3B Chan Chun Ming, Kenny

&

Easter is a great time for children =
As we all come together
: o~
Sit down to make Easter eggs with us W3
. | N/
To make all the children have a smiley faces s A \
)
Eat the Easter ith famil \ /
at the Easter eggs with family \&V

>

Remember how happy the Easter is with us

4B Chan Hoi Lee, Helen

Every day is a surprising gift
A celebration of God’s resurrection
Spring is a wonderful time of the year

To meet someone new

Enjoy every single moment of life to

Reborn your life everyday '
~,
X

~ —

= >

5C Lo Chun Er, Steven
/ 67
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